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To emphasise a point | made in another speech recently, for a short
time in our history there was a misconception about the Northeast

. being a “frontier”. Far from that, it is at the heart of an ancient trade

corridor. For centuries, South Asia and Southeast Asia have been
perceived as a composite trading region, with cultural similarities as
well. Mizoram is right at the centre of this process and of this area.
Mizoram’s geography can be its biggest asset — and the government
of India is working to ensure just that.

A member of the House is elected by his or her voters. But once
elected, the MLA represents the entire constituency, and not just those
who have voted for him. The legislator equally represents those who
did not vote for him or in fact those who opposed him. Similarly, a rival
in an election is a political competitor and not an enemy. After the
election, the competitor could become a colleague in the task of
ensuring the well-being and development of a constituency, of the
state and of the country.

This is the beauty of a democratic polity that we must appreciate. | am
glad to see that this philosophy has such an instinctive acceptance in
Mizoram. Please keep it up.

In a short while, | will leave Aizawl and Mizoram. | am reluctant to go
as the charm and warmth of the people of the state and the loving
reception that | have received here have really touched my emotions.
In particular, | was very struck by the friendly, easy-going and yet
disciplined manner in which people of the city lined up to greet me as |
drove from the helipad. Some of the lovely smiles | saw are still fresh
in my memory. | promise to come back.

And before | conclude, | would like to convey to all the members of the
House, as well as to the officers and staff of the Assembly, the security
persons deployed here, and of course all your families -- and indeed
all the people of Mizoram — my best wishes for the upcoming Festive

. Season.

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year in advance. May all our
dreams for Mizoram come frue!

Thank you

Jai Hind!



